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Preface and Acknowledgments

My concern for the relationship between social action and social structure was first ignited when I read Talcott Parsons's Structure of Social Action as a student in 1968. This demonstrated clearly the interdependence of the two ideas and the ways in which this recognition pointed the way towards a comprehensive theoretical understanding of social life. A reading of David Lockwood's articles on system thinking showed how Parsons's insights could be built upon and the complexity of social structure could be understood. David's work, and my correspondence with him before I became a colleague at Essex University in 1994, was a constant source of inspiration for my investigations into social structure and social action.

The particular ideas developed in this book were first set out in a short book written with José López at Essex and published in 2000. These ideas were subsequently developed in discussions with Dave Elder-Vass, whose publications explored the construction of social structure and its emergence from social interactions. The underlying assumption of these discussions with José and Dave was that the oft-cited divergence between action and structure is fundamentally unfounded. There is no way that either idea can properly be understood in isolation from the other. Social structure is nothing other than a product of social action, but action itself is necessarily structured by social processes. Despite the persistent denials of this, I hold firmly to it being a self-evident conclusion to draw. This book develops the foundations for this conclusion.

The book grew out of chapters written at the invitation of Håkon Leiulfsrud and Peter Sohlberg for their books Concepts in Action and Constructing Social Research Objects (Brill, 2017 and 2021). In addition to the intellectual debts that I owe to David Lockwood, José López, and Dave Elder-Vass, I am grateful to Cambridge University Press for permission to reprint Figure 6.13 from Generalized Blockmodelling (Doreian, Batagelj, and Ferligoj, 2005) as my Figure 3.4.



OPS/images/fx3.jpg
IN PEOPLE

‘ORI

£
Z





OPS/images/f01-02.jpg
Levels
Figurational

Formational

Elements

Normative Relational
Expectations Interactions
Institutions Practices

Microsociology

Macrosociology





OPS/images/fx2.jpg
1ISOQAR certilied
Management System.
awarded to Emerald
for adherence to
Environmental
standard

ISOQAR 150 14001:2004
Certficate Number 1985
1SO 14001





OPS/images/f03-04.jpg





OPS/images/f02-01.jpg





OPS/images/f03-02.jpg





OPS/images/f02-02.jpg
Long John ,

Alec

Tommy





OPS/images/f03-03.jpg
P1

P2

P3

C1

C2

C3

P1 P2 P3

Cl C2 C3






OPS/images/f01-01.jpg





OPS/images/f03-01.jpg





OPS/images/f04-01.jpg
1789

French Revolution. Overthrow of the Bourbon monarchy (Louis XVT) in 1792

1799 Napoleon Bonaparte’s seizure of power, becoming Emperor (Napoleon I) in 1804

1815 Bourbon Restoration (Louis XVIIT)

1830 Overthrow of Louis XVIII. Establishment of Orleans monarchy (Louis Philippe I)

1848 Overthrow of Louis Philippe 1. Second Republic. Louis Napoleon Bonaparte
elected President.

1852 Louis Napoleon Bonaparte’s seizure of power as Emperor (Napoleon III)

1870-71 | Franco-Prussian War. Overthrow of Napoleon III. Third Republic

1871 Paris Commune

1889 Formation of Second International in Paris

1895 Formation of Confédération Générale du Travail (CGT)

1902 Formation of Parti Socialiste Francais (PSEF)

1914-18 | First World War

1919

Formation of Third International in Moscow
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