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Abstract

This study formulates a theoretical and empirical link to integrate two frameworks for measuring multidimensional poverty in Mexico, which are the ‘Consensual approach’ and the ‘Social Rights-based approach’, with the purpose of updating the living standards established in the Mexican norms and evaluating the official Multidimensional Poverty Measurement Methodology in Mexico (MPMM). The Consensual approach, developed by Mack and Lansley (1985) in the United Kingdom, will help us to inform the socially perceived necessities for identifying new needs and updated poverty thresholds. On the other hand, the Social Rights-based approach has been officially advocated in Mexico for the measurement of multidimensional poverty since 2008. Both frameworks are based upon social needs and aim at promoting that every person must achieve a decent standard of living, as well as to acknowledge that all citizens should accomplish their entitlements for being free of poverty. Also, both approaches lead us to understand that needs are determined socially and can be defined based on ‘social consensus’. However, the Mexican legal frameworks do not inform continuously about the changing needs resulted from the socio-economic and technological progress, because of its normative nature. Therefore, the consensual approach creates an important association with the social rights, not only for the evaluation of the official method of multidimensional poverty in Mexico but also to inform institutions and scholars about objective poverty measuring criteria, as well as to show a more accurate picture of poverty. This research also contributes with a statistical application for obtaining an objective poverty measurement for Mexico, based on the application of multivariate statistical techniques as part of the ‘Consensual Method’.

Yedith Betzabé Guillén-Fernández




OPS/images/f02-01.jpg
UK context

Consensual approach
(Mack and Lansley, 1985)

Deprivations

y

Surveys of socially perceived necessities

Theoretical-conceptual bases

Social consensus

Standard of living

Surveys can inform about the
current standards in society

—ee )

Mexican context

Social rights-based approach
Mexican Constitution
LGDS (DOF, 2004)

Denial of social rights =
Social deprivations

(CONEVAL's MMPM method)
Criticism to poverty measurement:
-Social rights are defined by law and

poverty thresholds are not updated
periodically.





OPS/images/f03-04p2.jpg
Fig. 3.4.3. Flooring Material.

Fig. 3.4.4. Walls Material.

80

70 ‘ ‘
60

50

40

30 3 ‘

Percentages of respondents

20
10

. i ) > ¢ 0 A

: L ) A
WASTE * pspraLT ~ A C )
MATERIAL SHINGLES SHEET REED < /
METAL ' MUD AND / /

OR BAMBOO WOO0D OR

W ADOBE /
asgestos  OR ROOFING MULTPANEL  garcy /
A BOARD / OR PANEL ) OTHER
CONEVAL PARTITION  \iATERIALS
THRESHOLD ORBLOCK  (sTONE,

CONCRETE...)





OPS/images/f03-05p1.jpg
Fig. 3.5.1. Interaction Plot of Social Deprivations by Income for the
MMPM Method.

adjusted mean

3200
L
1
L
#
L

2800
L

3200 36002600 2800 3000 3200 2400
L
/ /
[ /
H 1 H 1
L
L

£
B = T — T — % T
food
\Jt .
8
2 = =
4 i . 4 - A —
N e o= S ~
8 | i 4 4 N
2 N
& -
B T — T — — T T
8 == i 4 4
2
s ] \ i :nr\_[ 4 4 secur
g
8 | i 4 4
8
8 —_—
s 1 1 = = x\
4 = 4 -~ 4
& ot - = Se o Secssss
4 == _ 4 - 4
g o=
8 | i i 4
& T T T T = T T
g | _ 4 4 dwell
&
S -_—
. 4 i 4
2 B 1 = e q = Yo
4 = 4 4 S - o
-~ e -----TE ~ . e
4 = 4 AN 4 ~

o £

2200 2600 3000 3400 2400
N
H
“/“‘
/ “
H
r
8

1 b 1 = = =
1 « i . o= N b \ 1 7 [
4 R = 4 S 4 . - S B
== o -
- T L— T LE— T T T L— T L— T
0 heatn 1 0 educat 1 0 food 1 0 secur 1 0 dwen 1 0 basies 1

Social Deprivation Indicators: Health Care, Educational Attainment, Food, Social
Security, the Quality and Living Spaces and Basic Services for the Dwelling.
Codes: 0 = Non deprivation and 1 = Deprivation.





OPS/images/f03-04p3.jpg
Percentages of respondents

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

WASTI
MATERI.

E /
AL ASPHALT  gueer

ES  METAL
OR
ASBESTOS
/ CONEVAL
THRESHOLD

/,

REED,

BAMBOO WOODOR

PALM

ROOFING
BOARD

ROOFED

SOLID
CONCRETE
SLAB OR
PARTITION,
OR
STYROFOAM
ROOF

[12 Ils
/ 4

OTHER /
MATERIAL OTHER
(STEELJOIST ~MATERIALS
WITH (STONE,
PARTITION...) CONCRETE...)






OPS/images/f03-05p2.jpg
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Fig. 3.9.1. The Consensual Method.
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